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DWINDLING: EVENING COMPETITION IS DOWN TO JUST SEVEN SIDES

League launches plea for
teams in fight to survive

CRICKETEvening cricket in Leicester
is fighting a battle for
sur vival.

The Leicester & Belgrave
Evening League held their an-
nual presentations this week .
but were down to only seven
teams last season.

They are hoping to attract
more teams to revive what was
once a thriving competition.

League secretary Brian
Callaghan said he can remem-
ber days when the city had two
leagues . the Belgrave Cricket

Association and the Leicester
Amateur Evening League .
with a total of more than 50
t e a m s.

The two sections have since
merged but the decline in the
number of teams has contin-
ued.

The earliest Belgrave
trophies date back to the 1920s
and the Shipman Cup, for a
trophy presented by former
Leicester City chairman Len
Shipman, was inaugurated in

1949 and is still contested today.
Callaghan feels that, in part,

the decline is down to changes
in the city3s industrial land-
s c ap e.

6I was looking at the names on
the trophies and there were
teams like AEI Lamps, British
United Shoe Machinery and
Imperial Typewriters,7 he
said. 6T hey3ve all gone now.7

Callaghan also thinks that
changes in lifestyles has played
a part.

He said men used to finish
work at 5pm, and be ready for a
game of evening cricket.

But now they might work
later or be looking after be
looking after children while
their wives work part-time in
the evening.

He finds the decline frustrat-
ing because evening cricket is
struggling while junior cricket
in the county is, at present,
t h r iv i n g .

He would like to see junior
teams entering the league but
fears there is a shortage of vo-
lunteers to organise them in
eve n i n g s.

The league run matches from
early May and they progress

through to the second weekend
in August.

Games start at 6.30pm and, to
make the most of the available
daylight, each innings consists
of 12 eight-ball overs.

Asian XI landed a double last
season, winning the league and
the Shipman Cup.

Babington were runners-up
in both competitions.

Anyoneinterested inentering
a team in the league for next
year, should contact Callaghan
at 33 Wintersdale Road,
Leicester LE5 2GR, or tele-
phone him on 0116 2415478.
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THAT 3S THE WAY: Former England Test star Alex Tudor gives advice to the group from Bangalore at the City Cricket Academy

Top coaching
for Indian
yo u n g s t e r s
SOME top young cricketing
prospects from India have
received special coaching in
L e i c e s t e r.
A group of 14 players

from the Bangalore
Cricket Academy made an
eight-day visit to the City
Cricket Academy at
F r e e m e n3s Common.
The two academies are

linked and, last winter,
some young city players
went to India.
Another Leicester group

will visit India later this
month and, early in the
New Year, the city player of
the year will go for a
special session at
Bang alore.
Among those who passed

on tips to the hopefuls was
former England pace
bowler Alex Tudor.

Hall sets
hot pace
for hosts
H OSTS Market Harborough
were runners-up to UEA Nor-
wich in an Arena East Mid-
lands League Division Two
first-round gala.

H a r b o ro u g h 3s Candice Hall
landed a hat-trick of wins and
there were doubles for Kirsty
Haynes, Olivia Weller and
Charlie Poole.
RESULT: UEA Norwich 207, Market Harbor-
ough A 155, Fenland Butterfly 143, Newport
Pagnell 140, Beccles 101.
MARKET HARBOROUGH WINNERS . Girls
11-and-under freestyle: G Bolton 34.26; 13-
and-under breaststroke: O Weller 1.21.98;
15-and-under breaststroke: C Hall 1.20.86,
butterfly: Hall 1.9.38, backstroke: K Haynes
1.12.59, freestyle: Haynes 1.4.17, freestyle
and medley relays; open 4x1 medley: C
Hall 1.10.48, breaststroke: O Weller 1.22.57,
medley relay. Boys 11-and-under butterfly:
C Poole 39.44, freestyle: Poole 35.18; 13-
and-under medley relay.

Hinckley pipped Cheadle by
five points to win their Arena
Division Three North gala at
Tamwor th.

They were helped by a hat-
trick from Ryan Gordon and
doubles from Josh Munroe and
Peter Hunter.
RESULT: Hinckley 231, Cheadle 226, Long
Eaton B 179, Matlock 167, Tamworth 148,
Welshpool 85.
HINCKLEY WINNERS . Girls 13-and-under
breaststroke: G Petch 1.23.46, freestyle re-
lay; open breaststroke: C Vineham 1.19.23.
Boys 11-and-under freestyle: J Munroe
32.61, butterfly: Munroe 37.22, backstroke:
H Puffett 39.81, freestyle and medley re-
lays; 13-and-under backstroke: C Stretton
1.16.76, breaststroke: R Gordon 1.26.06,
butterfly: Gordon 1.12.48, freestyle and
medley relays; 15-and-under butterfly: R
Gordon 1.9.36, medley relay, freestyle: P
Hunter 1.5.45, breaststroke: Hunter 1.24.08;
open breaststroke: J Edwards 1.18.31, 4x2
medley: A Maybell 2.30.01.

Newly-formed Leicester
Sharks were edged out by four
points by Gloucester in their
Arena West Midlands Division
One gala at Stetchford.

Tom Herbert, Daisy Platts
and Millie Scotchbrook netted
doubles for Sharks.
RESULT: Gloucester 211, Leicester Sharks A
207, Wyre Forest 195, Leek 179, Derby
Phoenix 134, Northgate 118.
LEICESTER SHARKS WINNERS . Girls 11-
and-under backstroke: D Platts 34.38, free-
style: Platts 31.29, butterfly: M Scotchbrook
34.55, breaststroke: Scotchbrook 40.85,
freestyle and medley relays; 13-and-under
medley relay. Boys 11-and-under back-
stroke: S McVea 38.24. freestyle and med-
ley relays; 13-and-under backstroke: T Her-
bert 1.7.88, freestyle: 1.1.03; 15-and-under
freestyle: C Quinn 57.47; open backstroke: B
Chadwick 1.1.15.

SW I M M I N G

County net
crushing win

LEICESTERSHIRE landed an im-
pressive 23-13 victory over
Breconshire to go second in the
Inter-Counties table.

Jon Bott recorded a fine 30.67
average to claim player-of-the-
match honours.

This season, the County have
two new managers for the
m e n3s and women3s squads and
this result should put everyone
in good heart.

DA RTS

Students meet the experts
STUDENTS OF James Freer3s
schools have recently been ex-
periencing opportunities to
train with some of the best tae
kwon do practitioners in the
c o u n t r y.

They had a seminar with mas-
ter Paul Donnelly (eighth de-
gree black belt).

Students were made to think
about their own sparring abil-
ities and how different
strategies may work.

It was pointed that a high kick
is not always the most effective
t e ch n i q u e.

Students also got the chance
to train under Master Don

Atkins (eight dan). He is best
known to them as the man who
runs them through their syl-
labus at black-belt gradings.

This was a chance for stu-
dents to experience Master
Atkins in a different environ-
ment, under less pressure.

He took them through many
different aspects of the art from
self-defence through to the
physical training side.

Those training included
Laurie Hardy (fifth degree
black belt) who, at 80 years old,

still trains to the same routines
as other students.

Next month students will
have the opportunity to train
with Master Ron Sergiew
(eighth dan) at a dynamic and
motivational seminar.

James Freer3s students regu-
larly get the chance to benefit
from the teachings and advice
of some of the most experi-
enced practitioners in the
c o u n t r y.

For full information about the
school, visit one of the follow-
ing website:

w w w. l e i c e s t e r s h i r e - t k d . c o . u k
w w w. t a g b . b i z .

TAE KWON DO

Murray eyes hat-trick
ANDY MURRAY moved a step
closer to winning a third
successive tournament
when he booked his place
in the semi-finals of the
Shanghai Masters with a
win over Matthew Ebden.
The world No.4, who was

triumphant in Thailand a
fortnight ago and Tokyo
last week, was rarely
troubled as he cruised
through his first meeting
with the Australian,
winning 6-3, 6-2 in an hour
and 24 minutes.
Murray will play Japan3s

Kei Nishikori in today3s

last-four encounter. The
two have not played each
other before.
With a somewhat

weakened field remaining
after the exits of Rafael
Nadal and Andy Roddick .
David Ferrer and Feliciano
Lopez will contest the
other semi-final . Mur ray
will fancy his chances of
lifting a 21st career title
tomor row.
The Scot has won 13

matches on the trot.

TENNIS
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